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Optimizing Development Planning and Securing Sustainable
Growth in Iraq: A Comparative Analysis of the Norwegian Model

Prof. Dr. Jassim Mohammed Ali Al-Tahhan

Dean of the College of Administration and Economics / Al-
Rasheed Academy for Co-educational Education - Turkiye —
Istanbul

Prof. Dr. Suheila Abdul Zahra Mastour

Al-Mustansiriya University / College of Administration and
Economics — Iraqg

Assistant Professor Dr. Shaimaa Rashid Muhaysin

University of Karbala / College of Administration and Economics
—Iraq

Abstract

This research aims to explore and analyze the role of "rationalizing development
planning” as a strategic tool for ensuring sustainable development in lIragq,
focusing on a comparison with Norway's pioneering experience in managing oil
wealth. Iraq faces structural challenges stemming from its excessive dependence
on oil rents, which has rendered its development planning vulnerable to external
financial shocks and institutional corruption. The research adopts a descriptive,
analytical, and comparative approach, reviewing financial data and national
plans for the period 2004-2024. The results show that rationalizing planning in
Norway, through the Government Pension Fund Global and strict fiscal
regulations, has provided protection for the national economy against price
fluctuations and a guarantee for future generations. In contrast, Iraq lacks
mechanisms to "decouple” development spending from rent volatility. The
research concludes with a set of recommendations for reforming the Iraqi
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planning system, the most important of which are activating the Public
Investment Management (PIM) system and establishing a genuine sovereign
wealth fund operating according to international transparency standards.

Keywords: Rationalizing planning, sustainable development, rentier economy,
Norwegian experience, sovereign wealth funds, Public Investment Management
(PIM), Iraq
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